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At the end of 2007 the Collection of 

children’s poems and drawings inspired by football 
was published by Belgrade Football Association – 
Commission for football at school. This Collection 
of children’s work of 4th grade pupils of Belgrade 
elementary schools has proved that football and 
other sports games do not always have to reflect 
agility, speed, playing skill, physical endurance in 
the struggle for prestige, point or victory but that 
there is also another way of working with children.  

Starting from the point that a child develops 
itself in many different ways in play and that from 
time immemorial playing is child’s necessity, a 
group of physical culture pedagogues, former 
physical culture teachers in Belgrade elementary 
schools, accepted the idea to establish, within 
Belgrade Football Association, a Commission for 
football at school. The basic idea was, within this 
association, through competitions, to find talents 
and offer pleasure in playing to many children 
whose parents are not rich enough to enable their 
children further improvement in football in some 
school of football or in some football club. In 2004 
the talks were initiated for the introduction of a 
optional subject, as the third PE class, i.e. sport a 
child would choose to attend. The following year 
football was involved in the Syllabus for 4th grade 
of elementary education. 

All the children from Belgrade elementary 
schools were invited to the competition with the 
slogan “Game, game and only game“. The right to 
enter the football competition had the boys pupils 
of the fourth form of elementary schools who were 
not registered and did not attend any school of 
football, but played football with love and interest 

in their school yards, who played futsal, in some 
city field, at the recreation classes and were invited 
to come with their school masters and PE teachers 
to this competition and show their football skill. 

An idea derived from this competition to 
include other pupils in the intellectual game of 
verses and drawings. 

The idea is not a new one. It is as old as our 
good traditional school, which in all extra 
curricular activities with children, offered  a 
chance for success. 

Children learned about the school 
competitions in all teaching fields from school 
magazines. There were reports, poems, stories, 
interviews with famous personalities from the 
school environments, so this collection was 
inspired by the school magazine of the elementary 
school “Djura Danicic” on Vozdovac, which 
printed on its pages many beautiful children’s 
verses devoted to all sports. 

World football championship was the 
inspiration for this generation to write about 
football. This collection links PE instruction with 
arts education and Serbian language and 
demonstrating by written word and drawing, that 
the correlation of school subjects helps the 
development of motor and intellectual  features of 
a child. School magazines were starting points for 
many future journalists, writers, poets, actors, 
politicians, artistic, scientific and educational 
creators. 

This small brochure of children’s verses and 
drawings is an effort to make the basis for a 
struggle against visible deviations in sport and 
society in general, since the education of future 
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athletes and “active athletes in the stands”- 
supporter is to be formed in the period of middle 
and mature childhood from the age of  6-12. 

The verses of these pioneers clearly speak 
about the aforementioned: 

• -“What a nice game with so many 
friends” 

• -or 
• -“Can’t you see our joy when the people 

wave us from the stands” 
• -or….. “Hurrah football - children shout 

and they fill the playground”  
To my knowledge, after searching for 

children’s and sport literature, no given topic on 
sport was found. Many children’s poets wrote 
many verses about sports fields and topics, but  
such a concentrated reading and drawing material, 
as a collective work appeared in our sports 
literature for the first time from the pens and 
brushes of Belgrade children. 

Some skeptics may appear and deny the 
existence of The collection of children’s work. 
Yes, it has been written about bunnies, puppies, 
kitten, flowers, ripening grain, homeland, and 
heroes in war and at peace, but it was not written 
about the children’s organized game, about 
football as a fascinating game of millions of 
football actors and far more its admirers. Football-
related poems are unique in our areas. 

106 works arrived upon the  the announced 
open competition from Belgrade and surrounding 
villages gravitating to Belgrade, Resnik, Batajnica, 
Kovacevac, Ripanj, Mala Ivanca. The poems 
written by the children from “Vuk Stefanovic 
Karadjic” elementary school at Jasenovo - Zlatibor 
were a special joy for the creators of this collection 
and the school at Donja Bela reka celebrated 150 
years of its existence in 2006. On the pages of this 
collection, there are verses of boys and girls from 
Bela reka, Jasenovo and Kucani. 

It is explained in the Introduction of the 
Anthology: 

106 works came to the competition. The jury 
proposed three poems for prizes, for the first prize 
a poem written by Luka Stefanovic, elementary 
school “Filip Filipovic”, by Teodora Vasiljevic, 
elementary school “Vlada Aksentijevic “ for the 
second prize, and by Teodora Gligoric,elementary 
school “Filip Filipovic “ for the third prize. 

The organizers of this competition found 
themselves confused about the other 103 works? It 
was decided not to forget the other children’s 
works by trying to print this Anthology of 
children’s poems and drawings, even though there 
was no money for it. 

The collection can be divided into: 
- original poems, printed integrally  
- original fragments from some poems 
- the fragments written by pupils with the 

redactor’s correction 
Everything has been done for these young 

authors not be deprived of their effort and to be 
given a chance. Some of them will follow the 
starry path of poetry and others will remember and 
talk about their attempts to show their devotion to 
football and sport in general in verses and we, the 
adults are obliged to understand and comprehend 
and to help them in their efforts. 

We kindly ask all the well-intentioned 
people, who will read these verses, not to be too 
strict in their assessment, because there are holders 
of Vuk’s diploma and others among the authors. 
Exactly that heterogeneous group, of known and 
unknown, talented and less talented, fast and slow, 
strong and weak, communicative and shy, from 
both urban and rural areas, all of them represent a 
special phenomenon, because all these 
contradictions merge and reflect in the same 
activity,  more or less successfully. That way, the 
interaction between football and poetry is realized, 
because football is in function of stimulation for 
the children’s poetic creativity, and their poems act 
retroactively on popularity and love for this 
favorite children’s game.  

It is obvious, that football has influenced the 
girls’ world too, because 56.5% lyrics in this 
Anthology are compiled by girls! Isn’t it because 
of the beauty of this game or because of some 
“blue curl”!  The love for everything beautiful in 
life matters! 

This Anthology might seem small by its 
size, but by its message and stimulation for the 
inspiration for other literal and art creations and 
also in other sports, is great. 

This Anthology is illustrated with 12 
drawings from the exhibition on the same topic, in 
the organization   Friends of children from 
Belgrade. 
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For the publishing of this Anthology 

“POEMS ABOUT FOOTBALL” we owe our 
gratitude to: 

• Andreja Mladenovic, the member of the 
Government, in charge of youth and 
sport; 

• Belgrade Football Association; 
• City Department for youth and sport; 
• The Ministry of Education- Department 

of Sport, the head-manager Aleksandar 
Sostar; 

• City Department for education of the city 
Belgrade; 

• The teachers of elementary schools, 
whose pupils participated in this 
Competition. Their names are given at 
the end of this Anthology; 

• PE teachers and professors from schools 
of pupils who participated in this contest 

• Sport trade - Belgrade Sport Association  
• The organization “Friends of children 

from Belgrade” 
• Radio Belgrade -  Editorial office for 

children’s program  
• Radio Belgrade- Editorial office for the 

sports program 

• TV Channel SOS 
• Sport journal “Journal” 
The Anthology was prepared for printing by: 
• Milan Jovanovic, professor, pedagogical 

adviser 
• Tomislav Ackovic, MA professor, 

pedagogical adviser 
• Zoran Dzelebic, professor, pedagogical 

adviser and senior football coach 
• Milos Lukinovic, professor, pedagogical 

adviser 
• Slavica Djukic, professor- City Education 

Department  
Thanks to all, who helped with the 
realization of this unique project in sport 
literature of children for children, and adults 
for support, we join you with these 
children’s verses: 

You deserve our gratitude, 
You who take care of football 

It mustn’t be endangered by anybody 
Since it found its place in the poems! 

Your help pleases us a lot 
Football becomes poetry! 

Once again thank you everybody 
For the poems and football! 

 

Miloš Lukinović 

 

 

PHYSICAL CULTURE, BELGRADE, 61 (2007) 1-2 180


