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IN MEMORIAM

In Memoriam

DR JOVAN PETROVIĆ 
(1929-2013) 

full professor at Belgrade University

Jovan Petrović, for his many friends - Jole, was 
born on 30 December 1929 in Šabac, came from a 
respectable and wealthy lawyer’s family. His grand-
father Dragoslav was a famous lawyer from Šabac, 
a head of district, leaderof the Radical party and a 
shareholder. In the early twenties of the last century 
he acquired a huge property, about 100 acres of vine-
yards, orchards and forests, and several large mansion 
houses in Šabac, a restaurant “Beli krst” and more, 
and also participated in building Šabac. His grand-
father was a prominent man from Šabac – a right-
hand of wise Nikola Pasic. His mother Dobrila was a 
housewife and his father Miodrag earned his doctoral 
degree in law in Paris, where he arrived straight from 
the battlefi eld - by boat from Corfu. Later he was a 
lawyer in Šabac, then a secretary in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and a consul in Brussels. He even got 
to America, disappointed by the nationalization of his 
fatherland.

Jole’s life and work confi rms that family roots 
are important for the offspring. He attended primary 
school in Šabac. From the earliest childhood, he en-
gaged in the Sokol  club of Šabac, fell in love with 
gymnastics, but by practicing he gained the versatil-
ity for other sports as well. The citizens of Šabac re-

member and refer to Jole as the doyen of boxing and 
gymnastics. However, over time the love for gym-
nastics prevailed. Later, he was a long time at the top 
of the Yugoslav gymnastics in different ways.

He fi nished lower grades of high school in Bel-
grade, where he lived with his parents at the time of 
the occupation. After the liberation, he returned to 
Šabac for a short period, where he graduated (1848), 
and already in the autumn of 1949 was admitted to 
the State Institute of Physical Culture. 

He completed the Institute of Physical Educa-
tion - the so-called DIF in 1956 where he was imme-
diately employed. He was elected to all positions at 
the Faculty and until his retirement in October 1995 
his whole life was devoted to the development of our 
faculty, today’s Faculty of Sport and Physical Educa-
tion and to the subject sports gymnastics. 

He was an experienced university teacher, an 
outstanding pedagogue, favourite among students. 
He was admired for his ease to teach, his wisdom, 
equanimity, and patience to listen and help. As his 
students, we did not realize how complicated it was 
to do so, and with such ease. We also remember his 
typical critical attitude which he relentlessly showed 
concerning many issues.
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Jovan Petrović was a prolifi c scholar, a teacher 
of extraordinary experience and great working ca-
pacity, which was the basis for his signifi cant contri-
bution to scientifi c thought in the respective domains 
of problems in physical education.

In addition to Sport Gymnastics, he also ad-
ministered  courses of Camping and Skiing, taught 
at the post-graduate studies at the Faculty and was 
engaged in teaching for medical doctors specializing 
sports medicine.

Within the professional development he was in 
the institutions of Physical Education in the Soviet 
Union (Moscow 1963) and paid shorter visits to simi-
lar institutions in other countries. 

He left a lasting impression in the science and 
profession of physical education, dealt with issues re-
lated to Sport Gymnastics, but also studied the prob-
lems of the wider area of physical culture. He led a 
large number of scientifi c and professional projects. 
His vast professional and pedagogical knowledge was 
turned into a large number of papers. An insight into 
his bibliography speaks of a productive professional 
and scientifi c work of Jovan Petrović: the author of  5 
books, one textbook- the fi rst university textbook in 
the fi eld of Sport Gymnastics, 12 scientifi c projects, 8 
studies, 43 scientifi c papers, 70 professional papers. 

Because of his dedicated work at the Faculty 
he was elected to the highest managerial positions, he 
was a vice dean in one and a dean in three mandate 
periods.

Dr Jovan Petrović was active the following so-
cial and sporting organizations:

• for 14 years he was a chairman of the Expert 
Committee for men of Yugoslavian Gymnastics 
Federation 

• president of the Men’s Technical Committee 
of the Serbian Gymnastics Federation 

• vice president of the Serbian Gymnastics 
Federation

• member of the Expert Commission of the 
Yugoslav Olympic Committee

• member of the Presidency of the Union of 
organizations of Physical Education (SOFK) 
of Serbia

• member of the Commission for the Impro-
vement of Sports and Olympic Preparations in 
SOFK of Serbia

• vice President of the Republican Committee 
of the Olympic Sports Games of the School 
Youth of Serbia (OSIŠOS) 

• vice President of the Scientifi c Council of the 
Group of the Humanities Faculties 

• president of the Assembly of Belgrade 
University and more.

As a recognized scientifi c and social worker 
Dr Jovan Petrović received a number of awards, in-
cluding:

• May award of the SOFK of the SR Serbia for 
scientifi c and professional work in 1970

• Order of merits for the people with silver rays 
(1971) and

• Order of Labour with golden wreath (1981).

On behalf of teachers, associates, employees 
and students of the Faculty of Sport and Physical 
Education, and former students, as well as all friends 
and acquaintances, we said goodbye on the last day 
of April 2013 and escorted him to the eternal path of 
peace and tranquillity. 

Death is an old winner, but it can only destroy 
dilapidated human matter, and nothing else. The spirit 
and the knowledge that he left us remains forever.

Glory and the memory of professor Jole, may 
he rest in peace.

For the subject Sport Gymnastics,
Vladan Vukašinović


