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Th is year, on March 3rd (2014) a promotion of the 
monographic publication “Falconry in Smederevo, 
101 years of falconry and 128 years of gymnastics 
(1885 - 2013)” by the author PhD. Vladan Vukasi-
novic, was held in Smederevo. Th e monograph was 
published for the occasion of a very important sports 
jubilee celebration in Smederevo and of the Falcon 
Association “Smederevo” – a century of falconry in 
Smederevo. With personal pleasure and professional 
liability, we have accepted to be reviewers of this pub-
lication and to write a review of the book written by 
the author Vladan M. Vukašinović, for this magazine.

*
In the area of physical culture history, a new cre-

ative work was accomplished. Th e author’s scientifi c 
self-denial has resulted in a piece of work that is con-
cise, double-checked and restrainedly synthetizing 
numerous expert and research facts. Th is book clear-
ly sees and shows one part of history and culture of 
Smederevo and its citizens, and also widely embraces 
development of the gymnastics movement in Serbia 
during three centuries. A vivid and simple language 
of the author, his appreciation, lucidity and systemati-
zation contributed to scientifi c qualities of this piece 
of work. A special value of this monograph is genuine 
originality of a large number of the authentic illus-
trations depicting ancient times, social and historic 

occasions, events, behavior and prejudice, spirit and 
values of those times, and especially the point and 
signifi cance of falcon movement. 

In making the structure of the book the author’s 
multidisciplinary approach should be mentioned, 
which is unavoidable in such widespread research. 
Th e remarkable number of bibliographic sources 
and serial publications, as well as data from the lo-
cal newspapers enabled reconstruction of Smederevo 
Falconry history and its researching in relation to the 
world, national, Yugoslav and Belgrade falconry. Th e 
scope of the book is 389 B5 format pages with 285 
photos, 351 footnotes and plenty of bibliographic 
units: 95 monographic publications, 13 genuine peri-
odicals, 25 annuals, reports and brochures, 8 foreign 
publications (German, Russian, Czech and Bulgar-
ian). It all makes over 200 offi  cial documents, the so-
called scientifi c artefacts. Th e selection of photos con-
tributed both to the artistic and technical book layout 
as well as to the text quality and its point of interest.

Th e researched material is presented into two 
units that can be read separately, although those two 
pervade each other at every point and therewith en-
lighten the researched phenomenon. Th e Monograph 
consists of 7 units:

• “Falconry in Smederevo, 101 years of falconry 
and 128 years of gymnastics (1885 - 2013)“, 
with four sub-units: Before Falconry (1885-
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1912), Falconry (1912-1941), Aft er Falconry 
(1946-2007) and Falconry Renewal (2007-
2013);

• About Falconry: From the history – enclosure 
1, Illustration – enclosure 2, Th e Falconry in 
Smederevo – enclosure 3;

• Chronology and factualism of the Falcon 
Association “Smederevo”: Chronology of 
events (1885-2013), Management organization, 
Biographies;

• Interesting details: Falconry interesting 
features, Smederevo – the old town;

• Social and historic opportunities (1830-1941);
• Falconry, a phenomenon throughout three 

centuries – (resume and resume translation).
 
Research of formation and development of physi-

cal culture classes, gymnastics and falconry made by 
PhD. Vladan Vukasinovic includes the period from 
the beginning of the reign of Prince Milos Obrenovic 
until the present days. For the purpose of better sur-
vey, the fi rst part of the monograph was presented 
in four large units, which chronologically follow the 
development of present Smederevo Falcon Associa-
tion through four periods and with continuity made 
a harmonious entity.

In the fi rst chapter “Before Falconry”, the au-
thor reminds us of stormy events in the Principal-
ity of Serbia in the middle of and in the second part 
of the 19th century, social situation and the state in 
the physical culture education, and attempts of the 
sports enthusiasts to form Smederevo Association 
for Gymnastics and Combat in 1885 in such condi-
tions. Serious attempts of the middle-class society on 
the plan of general cultural development “currents of 
new concepts and experiences coming by progressive 
Serbian intelligence being educated on the north of 
the Sava and Danube rivers, did not stay without an 
echo with Smederevo citizens, so very quickly an idea 
about an organized physical exercise was spread as 
well as awareness of the necessity of body care and 
health strengthening“. Th is is how the author begins 
the fi rst story, attempting to make a close study of the 
rise and development of gymnastics in the context of 
historical and social events, also by following devel-
opment of sports in wider surroundings. It all started 
with the attempts of the educated Serbs to give gym-
nastics a proper place in the curriculums of primary 
and secondary schools, and then by attempts of Steva 

Todorovic to found and start the Association for body 
exercising. In that way Smederevo Grammar School 
got gymnastics in its curriculum from the beginning 
of its work (1871) and it was taught by military per-
sonnel, because no other experts existed. Soon PhD. 
Vladan Đorđević initiated in Belgrade the founding 
of the gymnastics association. He was supported in 
that idea by the academician Steva Todorović and at 
that time prominent Nikola Pašić, Milutin Garašanin, 
Milan M. Milićević, Laza K. Lazarević, Milorad 
Šapčanin and Mita Cenić, who in 1882 formed the 
First Belgrade Association for Gymnastics and Com-
bat. One of the tasks of this association was to start 
the initiative and rendering assistance for forming 
similar associations in Serbia. Already founded and 
famous Czech Falconry had great reputation and in-
fl uence on the south Slaves at that time. 

“Smederevo Association for Gymnastics and Fal-
conry“ was founded on April 28th, 1885 in the cafe 
of the “Laf ” hotel and it was one of the oldest gym-
nastics associations in the Kingdom of Serbia and 
the fi rst one in Smederevo Danube River Basin. Th e 
initiator of founding Smederevo Association was a 
German language teacher Ahilo Kalman. Mutual 
four-day performances of Belgrade Citizen Gymnas-
tics Association “Dusan the Mighty” and Smederevo 
Gymnastics Association in Nis, Leskovac and Vranje 
for the holiday of “Duhovi” in 1895 and later with 
Belgrade gymnastics association “Falcon” on July 14, 
1896 remained noted. “At that time gymnastics was 
born, developed, confi rmed itself in order to man-
age to gather and embrace population, fi rst in schools 
and then within societies under diffi  cult conditions. 
First exercisers, loyalists and advocates of gymnastics 
cleared the path in a visionary and enthusiastic way to 
new sports associations in Smederevo” – the author 
concludes. Th is story ends with affi  liation of the As-
sociation to the Union of Serbian Falcon Associations 
“Dusan the Mighty” and by the change of its title in 
1912. 

Th e second chapter “Falconry” is linked to found-
ing, development and activities of Smederevo Falcon-
ry. In accordance with the topic choice, the author 
paid bigger attention to this period (1912-1941), for 
which he collected large number of unknown data. 
Even though there are lots of diff erent data in the 
documentation in regards to the founding year of the 
Falcon Association “Dusan the Mighty” in Smeder-
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social and cultural life in the town from its founda-
tions. 

From the plenty of data contained in the mono-
graph, especially interesting are those from the pe-
riod of the pre-war falconry to the occupation in 
1941. Th e author noted systematically and save from 
oblivion extremely valuable details about rallies at 
generational, district, parish, famous Prague whole 
Slavic rallies, Sofi a rallies of “Bulgarian Hero” and 
the fi rst whole falcon rally of the Kingdom of Yugo-
slavia in Belgrade. Th e Fourth Autonomous rally in 
Subotica (1936) was especially interesting, because a 
group of female generation was honored with the fi rst 
place and the title of the state champion with a silver 
crown of Belgrade Parish. Due to the great success in 
the state rally, Smederevo generation representatives 
represented Yugoslav falconry in the following year in 
academies that were organized in Belgrade at Kolarac 
and in Sofi a in the National Th eatre (1937).

Information about cultural and educational area 
of Smederevo falcons is valuable, and due to them the 
author leads us to the conclusion that activities of the 
Association had a positive infl uence on the provin-
cial mentality of the town of Smederevo. A falcon li-
brary with a reading room was founded, then falcon 
choir, falcon and pupils orchestras, as well as sections: 
Russian falcon, puppet, folklore and athletics were 
founded, too. Falcon public classes, gymnastics acad-
emies, “kermes” (dances), country parties were or-
ganized. At falcon evenings and various celebrations 
thematic lectures, concerts, fi lm projections, various 
funds were founded; lotteries and fund raising were 
organized. On the Statehood day falcons used to sing 
a state and falcon hymn, in front of falcons’ fl ag, new 
members used to make oaths. One of the central cel-
ebrations of the association was “Falcon Peter’s fi ft h 
year”. Th ose celebrations were attended by the most 
prominent persons from the county and benefactors.

Th e Association was active in the initiative of 
founding a village brigades, which had a great infl u-
ence on social and cultural turnover of a village en-
vironment. Among seven village brigades, Lozovik 
brigade was one of the fi rst formed brigade in Ser-
bia (1929) and the most successful one by its results. 
Grammar school falcon branch was very active, dis-
tinguished for its mass performances and competi-
tors’ results. 

Th e activities of the Association and results were 
founded on extremely strong personalities – foremen 

evo, the author confi rmed an assumption and made 
the conclusion based on all researched facts and 
strong arguments that the Association was found-
ed in 1912 in the café of the prestigious hotel “Laf ”. 
Among the initiators and founders of the Association 
were mentioned gymnasts’ names from the Associa-
tion for gymnastics and combat. Th e fi rst head of the 
Association was a prominent bank offi  cer Dragisa 
Nisavic and its fi rst chief was Mihailo Balzareno, also 
a bank offi  cer. Professional work was carried out by 
certain gymnastics teachers in Smederevo Grammar 
School and military offi  cers appointed by the Min-
istry. At the beginning, falcons trained gymnastics, 
French boxing and fencing. A well preserved photo 
of falcons witnesses the fi rst falcon activities in Sme-
derevo, where generation representatives exercised in 
Smederevo fortress was depicted. Based on preserved 
walls and towers of the fort, it can be assumed that the 
fi rst Falcon Association Rally of “Dusan the Mighty” 
in Smederevo was held prior to the war confl icts in 
the First World War.

Th e war consequences of the Balkans and the 
First World War infl uenced decreased activity and 
later interruption of the work of Smederevo falcons, 
in order to continue the activities at the beginning of 
1920, when Falcon Association got the status of new-
ly formed Falcon Parish “Dusan the Mighty” in Bel-
grade besides nine other falcon associations. In 1924 
the title change occurred based on territorial princi-
ple by decision of Belgrade Parish: instead of “Dusan 
the Mighty”, a new title was “Smederevo”. In that year 
the Falcon Association got the fi rst fl oor of Steva Kuz-
manovic – Krsljanin’s building for usage, for Smeder-
evo citizens known as the Endowment. Besides a big 
hall with a balcony (falcon gym), a small hall was also 
equipped, then falcon library with a reading room, 
offi  ces and an annex. A little bit later a summer gym 
was also built, so that conditions for uninterrupted 
work of falcons were made. 

In order to establish falconry in Smederevo as 
well as dynamic and versatile work of Smederevo fal-
cons, the Ministry of Education assigned a geography 
teacher Anta Tadic, an extraordinary parish falcon ex-
pert, to work in Smederevo Grammar School in 1928, 
by Belgrade Parish insisting. Th is excellent practitio-
ner, foreman, teacher, chief and course teacher (all of 
which activities he performed during the four-year 
stay in Smederevo) changed not only sports, but also 
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and their assembly. Foremen were sent to periodically 
organized courses which were diffi  cult and lasted for 
two, three or four weeks. Tireless falcon foremen en-
larged number of members through exercising, cul-
tural and educational content, so number of members 
was almost 600. A special value of this research is a 
“revelation” of a great number of names of members, 
contesters, foremen, chiefs, prominent citizens – of-
fi cials and benefactors. Th e biographies of the most 
deserving members of the Association at the begin-
nings of Smederevo falconry were processed in the 
enclosure to the book and thanks to those persons 
their pupils became successful competitors within a 
generation and later on foremen, who aft er the Sec-
ond World War took over responsibility in forming a 
new physical movement. Among falcons there were 
many famous sportsmen, having in mind versatile 
physical condition gained by training gymnastics, 
falcons competed in other sports and contributed to 
their development: handball, rowing, football, volley-
ball and athletics. 

Th e third period in history of the Association – 
“Aft er Falconry” began in 1946 and at that time orga-
nizations of falcons were already cancelled. Carried 
by the initiative of Yugoslav and Republic Physical 
Board, the prewar falcons gathered on April 20th, 
1946 and founded in Smederevo Association for 
physical culture “Unity” (“Jedinstvo”) consisting of 
known sports sections. Th e most active ones were fal-
con frontmen. Two years later a name was changed 
when a gymnastics section became City Gymnas-
tics Association. Th e new association participated in 
1948 in the 11th whole falconry rally in Prague. A new 
name change occurred in 1952 when the Associa-
tion for physical education “Partizan” was founded in 
Serbia (Popularly APE “Partizan”) which existed till 
1977. Th e Association changed the name twice aft er 
that, fi rst into Association for sports recreation and 
physical education “Partizan” and two decades later 
into Association for sports recreation “Smederevo”. 
Th e last title lasted until 2007 when aft er 66 years the 
falconry was revived.

In the last chapter Falconry revival the author fi n-
ishes the story of Smederevo gymnasts and falcons, 
which is the fourth stage in the history of the Associa-
tion. Th e orientation of the majority of its members 
was to return the Association to falcon tradition and 
include it in all falcon fl ows. Th e Association changed 

the name into Falcon association “Smederevo” and it 
became a member of the Union Serbian Falcon. It is 
active in the Union programs which make great joy 
for young members, because besides exercising, they 
travel a lot and make acquaintances. “Basic work con-
tent in the Association was from the beginning the 
gymnastics, its magical attraction, and its pricelessly 
valuable features have gathered the membership, have 
made them closer, have kept them in sports unity and 
have encouraged them to achieve more and better 
ranges during 128 years. Gymnastics existed at the 
beginning, thanks to gymnastics the Association still 
exists and celebrates its great jubilee” – fi nishes the 
author. 

Th e author has made a signifi cant eff ort to collect 
comprehensive material and to present it properly. 
Th e attention of the readers will for sure be drawn by 
good selection of enclosures in the second part of the 
monograph. With a studious approach from a plen-
ty of source materials the most signifi cant contents 
were emphasized – one can say pearls. In the chapter 
“About Falconry” the author writes in three enclo-
sures about formation and spreading of the falconry 
in the entire World. At the beginning of the chapter, in 
the enclosure 1, the author cites that Czech falconry 
arose from German “turnerski” (“турнерског”) gym-
nastics system, as a match to German and Swedish 
gymnastics system and stresses the crucial roles of Dr. 
Miroslav Tirs and Jindrich Finger to the occurrence 
and development of falconry in the south Slavic na-
tions. One of the features of falcon movement is mass, 
which spreads number of members for exercising and 
activities with the idea to strengthen bodies of mem-
bers by exercising and to breed enlightened individu-
al. Th e author further follows founding of the World, 
Slavic Falcon Associations and then the Associations 
in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Th e author processed 
revival of falconry in Belgrade Parish in 1995 and 
three years later founding of the Union Serbian Fal-
con. Th e enclosure 2 – “Illustrations” - documents 
enlighten falconry phenomenon, processes falconry 
enlightening and cultural development, patriotic be-
havior of falcons carried by the ideas of Yugoslavism, 
ideals and their life stories in the First and before the 
beginning of the Second World War, interesting de-
tails from falcon organization, frontmen courses, cel-
ebrations and falcon features, reputation of the King-
dom of Yugoslavia falcons, humanitarian activities, 
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falconry in sports, etc. In the enclosure 3 named 
“Falconry in Smederevo” the author gives details 

about the main text in the fi rst part of the book, which 
are: content of falcon printed brochures for pupils, 
programs of gymnastics and offi  cial academies, Sme-
derevo falcon performance in Sofi a, excursions and 
socializing of falcons, benefactors’ activities, etc. 

In the chapter “Chronology and factualism of Fal-
con Association Smederevo” the author visibly sys-
temizes all signifi cant events (1885-2013) and expos-
es pure facts referring to organization management in 
an organization. Th is chapter contains also 50 concise 
biographies of the most prominent Association mem-
bers for the entire researched period of time. 

 Th e chapter “Interesting details”, and there 
are 91 of them, he again draws reader’s attention by: 
- “the name “Falcon” was given to Czech exercising 
organization (1964) aft er the bird falcon from Ser-
bian national poems, famous for symbolic excellent 
features” (the name was taken from Vuk’s epic poems 
and this word gave derivatives: falconry, falcons, fe-
male falcons, falcon gym, falcon movement); - “At 
the end of 1868 gymnastics was introduced to pri-
mary schools”; - “Exercising program in schools in 
Smederevo included also swimming in the Danube. 
Swimming requisites are pumpkin and rope (1887)”; 
- “Ten gymnastics teachers came from the Czech Re-
public in 1911 to Serbia in order to improve profes-
sional work in secondary schools and falcon associa-
tions”; - Falcon Parish Belgrade, based on the request 
of brotherhood of falcon brigades, as reported, sent 
“cells of travelling library” for reading, etc. 

“Social and historic events (1830-1941)” are an-
other enclosure that spreads views and deepens 
knowledge about the “brilliance” of our famous his-
tory at the time of arising and development of gym-
nastics and falcon movement, which was valuable and 
unpretentious contribution to the history and culture 
of our population, and besides the mentioned, also an 
interesting addition to “Smederevo, old town”, arisen 
from author’s desire to depict the town environment 
in the era of falconry.

In the resume the author concludes that “it lasts 
and lives on the territory where eight states changed, 

from the Principality of Serbia to the present Repub-
lic of Serbia. Rulers, dynasties, regimes, systems, ide-
ologies changed. Falconry has left  one of deep marks 
to the history of our nation during a long period of 
time”. Falcon shared the destiny of its country and 
people, it raised and in time reached enviable heights, 
it became foothold of the social structure. Later by 
state of good faith, in new social and cultural struc-
ture, Falcon was cast off  and forgotten, it stumbled, 
with its wings cut, though it meant and did all the 
best for both an individual and the nation. Half a cen-
tury passed until its resurrection. Even today, “Falcon 
marathon runners do their honour races, thus the 
state does not recognize its value”.

Th is is how it was with the Falcon Association of 
Smederevo - Smederevo falcons shared the destiny 
of Yugoslav Falcon. Th e Association as knight-sports 
organization had a great infl uence on social and cul-
tural turnover of the town of Smederevo and Sme-
derevo citizens, as well as of surrounding villages and 
their population by promoting health, culture, body 
exercising, moral bring up, spreading of Yugoslav fel-
lowship idea. Great respect was paid to Smederevo 
falcons thanks to their signifi cant results in all areas, 
and in a shorter period of time, also for excellent 
competitions and revue successes. 

*
Th e author entirely satisfi ed criteria of science 

and readers. Th e book represents contribution to the 
history of Smederevo physical culture, and the Serbi-
ans too, and its signifi cance is even bigger because it 
treats an inevitable part of physical culture in the ear-
liest stage of Serbian independence. Th erefore it can 
be recommended to the widest population of read-
ers, because they will fi nd plenty of interesting mate-
rial. Th e resume title draws attention, since it reads: 
“Th e Falcon Movement - a phenomenon throughout 
three centuries”! An assumption that under the above 
mentioned title, from rich materials, another valuable 
publication about the falconry shall be published, is 
justifi ed. Th is review shall be closed with our opinion 
that every library in the country should possess this 
book in its book fund, since it contains larger number 
of examples that should be followed! 
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